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"APPREHENDED OF CHRIST JESUS."
Philippians 3:12
INTRODUCTION:
1.Philippians is one of the prison Epistles- 1:7,13,14,16. (Bonds.)
2.Paul was concerned that they stand fast in preaching the Gospel- 1:27.

3.In order for them to do this they must have the mind of Christ- 2:5.
4.Paul told them to rejoice in Christ- 3:1.
5.They had the righteousness of Christ by faith in Him- 3:9.
6.Then Paul wrote to thank them for the gifts they had sent him- 4:14-16.
II  THE CONSIDERATION OF THE CONTEXT- Philippians 3:1-11.
1.Rejoicing in the Lord is very important.
2.Paul's repeating himself in preaching was not irksome to him but for them it was for safety.
3.Their works nor circumcision would justify them before God.
4.Paul had done much but he did not base his justification on what he did.
5.He taught that justification came by faith in Christ only.
6.All that Jesus did while on earth is our guarantee for all things in the future.
7.In the mean time we are to suffer for Him as we serve Him.
III  THE CONSIDERATION OF THE TEXT- Philippians 3:12.
1.W.E.Vine says, to apprehend first signifies to lay hold of, then to lay hold of to possess as one's own.
2.This indicates that all of God's people are His property.
3.Paul testified that he had not finished his work for Christ yet.
4.He had not obtained perfect knowledge holiness or happiness yet.
5.He had not reached the maturity in Christ as yet.
6.Thereforehe would follow Christ until he had reached his God given goal.
7.Paul was apprehended by Christ in Acts Chapter 9.
8.Christ gave an abbreviated reason for Paul's apprehension in Acts 9:15-16.
9.Then He gave an extended reason for Paul's apprehension in Acts 26:16-18.

10.Paul was wholly given to God's will for his life.
IV  OUR APPREHENSION: BY JESUS CHRIST.
1.Christ has laid hold of each of us as His possession.
2.Then He laid hold of us for service.
3.He laid hold of us for fellowship now and through out eternity.

4.Since this is true we are to do all we can to fulfill His will for our lives.

