II  THE CONSIDERATION OF THE SCRIPTURE- Daniel 3:1-18.

INTRODUCTION:

1.Since the head of gold represented Nebuchadnezzar & his kingdom he decided to make the whole image of Gold.

2.Babylon was a city of god's, so one more did not matter to the people.

3.The only ones that was bothered was Daniel & his friends.

4.The fiery furnace was Babylon's way of punishing offenders.

5.This trial was very difficult to these Hebrew youths.

6.Daniel being  somewhat of a ruler & a god to Nebuchadnezzar was not required evidently to bow to this god.

7.The king was on dangerous ground when he challenged God in verse 15.

8.There are great blessings in standing true to God during life's trials.

A.We are close to God during trials.

B.The enemies of God are put to shame.

C.God receives praise and glory during our trials from us & our enemies.

D.It teaches God's people to trust only in the Lord.

E.God's people are proven, protected, and promoted after trials.

III  THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY BELIEVER.
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"STANDING ON ONE'S CONVICTION."

Daniel 3:1-18

1.Early in the Hebrew captives lives they were tried by the Babylonians.

2.Daniel and the others were very young when they came to Babylon.

3.Their names were changed to help forget their training.

4.It is evident that God's will is for His people to be tried.

5.Conviction defined-That which one believes to be the truth. What believers base their conviction on is the word of God.

6.The dream of Nebuchadnezzar in Chapter two set this trial up.

7.The image was 90 feet tall & 9 feet wide.

8.The image must have been a sight in the plain of Dura.

1.Trials are not strange to God's people today- I Peter 4:12.

2.Trials pay great dividends at the second coming of Christ- I Peter 1:7.

3.Trials are for the development of the believer- James 1:3.
